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House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance – Pre-budget Consultations 2013 

This brief is submitted by: 

an organization  Organization name: ________________________________________________ 

or  

an individual   Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Topic:  

*Recommendation 1:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 

 

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 

 

 

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation.  For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 
 

 

Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 
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Please use this page if you wish to provide more explanation about your recommendation(s).

 

*Please note that at least one recommendation must be provided 


	Organization name: Interagency Coalition on AIDS and Development
	Name: 
	rec1: Strengthen the commitments to the Federal Initiative to address HIV/AIDS to mitigate the negative impact on productivity. A strong divide exists in the services available for those living in urban areas and those living in remote more isolated communities. By augmenting resources available for the Federal Initiative smaller organizations will able to develop their capacity to serve rural  and remote areas. 
	rec2: 
	rec3: HIV has dynamic effects on societies at multiple levels, cuts across demographic lines, sectors and regions, and remains a key Public Health issue in Canada today. The Canadian AIDS Society estimates that the net economic loss for the Canadian economy attributed to recent infection to be approximately $4 billion (2011). Augmenting access to prevention, treatment,  care and support programming across regions averts the complex long-term social and economic burden of HIV/AIDS.
	rec4: As families struggle to care for sick relatives their capacity to participate in the formal economy is compromised.This manifests in increased absenteeism, reduced purchasing power, decreased productivity and strains a stretched health system.This has immeasurable impact on the sustainability of Canada’s economy.HIV hits the most productive segments of society: those of working and family bearing age. As economic activity extends into rural, remote communities, comprehensive prevention programming including harm reduction services ensures access to those in need, when they need it. 
	rec5: Fortify commitment to Maternal and Child Health outlined in the Muskoka Initiative by pledging $20 million CAD over two years, to both the International AIDS Vaccine Initiative (IAVI) and the International Partnership for Microbicides (IMP). 
	rec6: Shifting a portion of the ODA envelope to support the development and provision of NPTs, as part of a larger package to address gender disparities. Evidence indicates that while the funding allocated to women's rights has increased within ODA, only one tenth of women's organizations are receiving funding from bilateral, national governments and Non-Governmental Organizations. Allocating a specific fund for women's organizations will increase women led initiatives an inform the discovery of New Prevention Technologies (NPT). 
	rec8: The increased feminization of HIV is not a phenomenon exclusive of Canada. The number of women living with HIV has increased 12.6% from 14,740 in 2008 to 16,600 in 2011. Enabling women to engage in lower risk behaviors and practices can serve to mitigate prevalent power imbalances and support a diverse workforce thus promoting opportunities for full participation in Canada's social, educational, and economic activities. 
	rec9: Increase Overseas Development Assistance (ODA) by in 2014-2015 and set a realistic but rapid timetable to reach the goal of ODA as 0.7% GNI. As we move forward into the post 2015 development agenda and the Millennium Development Goals come to a close, it is imperative to ensure that HIV and its associated impact remains a key component of development objectives at home and abroad.  
	rec10: 
	rec11: Contributions to large global health institutions such as the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria coupled with the support of smaller development programs ensures a more coordinated response in addressing the systemic root causes of HIV and establishes solutions to mitigate their consequences. Canada’s ODA profile includes programs that make important contributions to improved access to health care, education, economic opportunity and addresses gender rights and inequalities, all of which are key factors in addressing the complexity of HIV and AIDS.  
	rec7: Across the globe women’s rights and issues of gender equality remain pressing concerns for development. As women remain the face of the epidemic across the globe, the spread of HIV highlights deep gender divisions. NPTs expand the HIV prevention tool box by providing realistic options that enhance a woman’s capacity to drive her health outcomes regardless of threat of violence, marrital restraints, or desire to have children. Investment in the development of NPTs aims to fortify the rights of women and address gender-based power imbalances beyond the HIV epidemic. 
	rec12: Increasing ODA reconfirms Canada’s role in the new globalized world. As economic boarders begin to fade, investments in emerging economies provide an excellent opportunity for the GoC to increase international relations and bolster Canadian economic opportunity abroad. As businesses and people continue to migrate, investing in healthy societies overseas provides strong returns as economies, markets and societies grow and expand outwards looking for new opportunities and partnerships. 
	rec13: In Canada 71,300 people are living with HIV; Aboriginal communities represent 12.2%  of new infections (PHAC, 2011). Aboriginal peoples are disproportionately affected by HIV and continue to be diagnosed at younger ages than the general Canadian population. Looking abroad we can see the devastating impacts HIV has on communities and their economic productivity. As Canada’s economic activity extends into more remote and isolated communities, growing rates of HIV will have a negative impact on the available work force. It is estimated that each new infection costs the Canadian economy approximately $1.3 million accumulated over the lifespan of the individual (CAS, 2011).  Strengthening the capacity of AIDS Service Organizations in rural and remote areas so to provide a full range of prevention, support and treatment (including a full range of harm reduction services) will mitigate the negative impacts of HIV on productivity, community and family livelihood, individual health outcomes including related morbidity and mortality, and quality of life. Investment in research and development towards new prevention technologies expands the range of available options that moderate risk in situations where the use of traditional methods are unrealistic. Women represent 51% of HIV-positive individuals worldwide, resulting in 34 million HIV-positive children; 91% of whom were infected from their mothers during pregnancy, birth or breast-feeding (WHO, 2011). Pervasive gender based violence, power imbalances, and gender inequality continue to exacerbate the effects of HIV on women, families and communities. The discovery and provision of NPTs provides women the capacity to make informed choices about their health empowering fuller participation in social, educational and economic activities. HIV is inextricably linked to complex development challenges and tends to target populations who are in their prime years of economic activity. HIV remains a pivotal issue facing international public health and continues to impact development moving beyond a post-2015 agenda. In order to not lose footing on progress made, it is imperative that Canada invest in strong overseas development programming in combination with targeted commitments to international health institutions such as the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria. Since 2002, Canada has maintained a strong relationship with the Global Fund donating $1.5 billion.  We strongly urge Canada to reconfirm its commitment and global leadership through its investment to the Global Fund and goal of reaching the long-standing ODA target of 0.7% GNI.
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